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upon the people of a community by the continued use of
polluted water.1

Typhoid fever as a specific ailment was discovered in
1829,, and it is an interesting fact that the first attempt to
purify a public water supply by filtering it was made in the purification,
same year. The two things were not, of course, in any
way connected. This first filtering experiment was made
in London,, but it was not till 1852 that the filtration of
London's entire water supply began. In America there were
no beginnings in scientific water purification until 1872;
when a slow sand filter was constructed at Poughkeepsie;
New York. Others were soon built elsewhere. Then
came extensive tests conducted at the Lawrence experi-
ment station by the Massachusetts Board of Health, and
in the closing decade of the nineteenth century many
thorough studies of the problem of purification were made
for various places. Hence it is only within the last ten or
fifteen years that American cities have turned serious atten-
tion to scientific water treatment* Nowadays; however,,
the demand for pure water is gaining strength so rapidly
that many large cities have had to meet the need by
constructing large filtration plants. It is estimated that in
1900 less than two million people in this country were using
filtered water; in 1913 the number had risen to ten millions
or more* Albany, Philadelphia; Washington^ Pittsburgh,
have all installed their filtering systems within the last
sixteen years^ and plants are now under construction in at
least a score of other cities. There are so many kinds of
public water-purifying plants that no detailed description
of them can be included here. A few general features of
each type may, however, be enumerated,

1 For some definite figures, see G. C* Whipple's Value of Pure Water

(New York, 1907), p. 12, and Ms Typhoid Fever (New York, 1908), pp. 275-
367.